
The US Military uses as much oil as all cars in UK. It is the world’s largest institutional user 
of petroleum and correspondingly, the single largest producer of greenhouse gases (GHG) 
in the world. This fact is of enormous significance to the climate crisis. 

The US Military is exempt from the Kyoto protocol. The United States insisted on an 
exemption for reporting military emissions in the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. This loophole 
was closed by the Paris Accord, but with the Trump administration due to withdraw from 
the accord in 2020, this gap will  return.  

Since 1945 the UK has had a special relationship with the United States that includes its 
partnership on nuclear weapons, where the US supplies the UK with its nuclear missiles and 
the UK standing shoulder to shoulder with the US in wars and military interventions around 
the world. This is especially true of the wars in the Middle East, conflicts that have been 
fought in large part to ensure access to oil.  

If we are to prevent climate catastrophe we need the UK government use its influence to 
insist that the US remains a signatory to the Paris accord and abide by the same terms as 
every other industrialized nation. If the US leaves the Paris accord other countries might 
follow.  

Here we have assembled some key facts about US military greenhouse gas emissions. 

The best estimate of US military greenhouse gas emissions from 2001, when the wars began 
with the US invasion of Afghanistan, through 2017, is that the US military has emitted 1,212 
million metric tons of greenhouse gases (measured in CO2equivalent, or CO2e).  

Since the invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, the U.S. military has emitted 1,212 million metric 
tons of greenhouse gases. In 2017 alone, CO2 emissions added up to 59 million tons - more 
than many industrialized nations including Sweden and Switzerland. 

BP's Statistical Review of World Energy records carbon dioxide emissions in different 
countries and in 2017, total estimated CO2 emissions in Sweden came to 48 million tons by 
comparison. 

70% of all energy consumed by the US military comes from moving and utilizing troops and 
equipment around the world, involving the burning of vast quantities of jet fuel and diesel. 
Military equipment has poor fuel efficiency. For example, 60,000 humvees only get four to 
eight miles per gallon of diesel fuel.  

In 2017, for example, the Pentagon’s greenhouse gas emissions were greater than the 
greenhouse gas emissions of entire industrialized countries as Sweden or Denmark.  

If US Military was a country it would rank above 142 countries including Sweden in  
greenhouse gas emissions 

DOD emissions for all military operations from 2001 to 2017 are estimated to be about 766 
million metric tons of CO2e 
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